[Retropharyngeal hematoma following a bruise of head and neck--a case report and review of literature].
Diseases affecting the retropharyngeal space are relatively uncommon, much less a case of retropharyngeal hematoma. However, a space-occupying lesion in this area can be life threatening and require emergency surgical intervention. There have been 46 cases of retropharyngeal hematoma reported in the English literatures from 1934 to 1989, but there has been no reported case in Japan. Recently we treated a 72-year-old male sustained retropharyngeal hematoma following a bruise of head and neck. The patients was received tracheostomy, antibiotic therapy and intravenous hyperalimentation, and this hematoma was resolved in about 2 weeks. The etiologies, diagnosis, therapies in our case and prognoses of the literature reviewed 47 cases of retropharyngeal hematoma were discussed comprehensively.